
 

 

Selection of 
Roadside 

W-Beam Terminals 

Is Barrier 
Needed 

Can Barrier 
Be Terminated 
in Backslope 

Use Buried in 
Backslope 
Terminal 

Is There an 
Existing Backslope Nearby  

Is There Adequate 
Length of Barrier 

Discuss Elimination 
Of Hazard 

with Engineer 

Adjust Length 
of the Barrier 

Is 175’ minimum 
(200’ recommended) 
Runout Area Parallel 

to Rail Available 

Use 
Energy Absorbing 

Terminal 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Use Either 
Energy Absorbing 

“or” 
Non-Energy 

Absorbing Terminal 

Yes 
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